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The CELEBRATE  
August/September 2007 

 

   
“We humbly yet boldly step into the future, following 
 in the footsteps of Jesus on our journey of faith.” 
 
 

 
August Highlights 

 

August 5th ~ 10am 

Worship with Communion & Baptism 
 

August 12th ~ 10am 

Worship, guest preacher, Dick Petersen 
 

August 19th ~ 10am 

Worship, guest preacher, Carla Kline 
 

August 26th ~ 10am 

Worship, guest preacher, Gladys Gifford 

 

September Highlights 
 

September 5th ~ 10am 

Worship with Communion  
 

September 9th ~ 10am 

Kick off Sunday 
 

September 11th ~ 7pm 

Session Meeting 
 

September 19th – 7pm 

Worship & Music Meeting 
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PASTOR’S PLACE 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I hope that all of you are enjoying these lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. Without a doubt 
the pace here at the church has slowed down in some areas. However I must admit that 
there are other areas in the life of the church that become more intense during the summer 
months. For example, when I take vacation and/or study leave time I have to find pastors to 
cover for me in emergencies and sometimes I have to prepare multiple bulletins weeks in 
advance. I’m grateful that our worship and music chair, Debbie Goggins, takes care of 
finding folks to fill the pulpit for me on Sundays. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to help you play catch up with some of the things that have 
happened so far this summer. For example, our church had a very good turn out and level 
of participation for Vacation Bible School. That is definitely a positive. 
 
The Monday night forum has had some fun viewing several movies and discussing them. 
We are now on a hiatus until September. But it was still fun to get together. 
 
There is one occurrence that might come as a surprise to some of you, but, in truth, I think 
many of us have sensed this coming for a while. The West Seneca church, at least for right 
now, will no longer be taking an active role as a support church for the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network of Greater Buffalo. At a recent dinner, our congregation was acknowledged for 10 
years of service as a support church to the host church in Orchard Park Presbyterian. 
 
When I first came to this church nearly 6 years ago, the participation level from members of 
our congregation was quite good. But in the last year or so, Diane Molnar and Barb Kissel 
have found it increasingly difficult to get people to fix a meal or stop by during the hosting. 
Diane and Barb spoke with me about their fatigue factor and said that they no longer felt 
they could keep this going on their own. They had reached out on a continual basis, but the 
help and enthusiasm simply were not there.  
 
Our church’s involvement in IHN probably enjoyed Session’s approval when it began. It 
seemed only right that Session weigh in on ending that involvement. At a recent special 
meeting, Session reluctantly approved the request to end our involvement as a support 
church. There was an overall sense that new leaders were not to be found. 
 
I have two important comments to make. First of all, from the bottom of my heart I want to 
thank Diane and Barb (and countless others) who have given heart and soul to this mission 
over the past 10 years. It really did serve as the cornerstone of our mission work. But I also 
want to applaud them for knowing when “enough is enough,” in the same way that I 
applaud Session for making a difficult decision. If the help and interest are not there, it’s 
time for our involvement to end. 
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And that brings me to my next point. At that Session meeting I said that if we really believe 
that there is a time and season for everything and that death is a natural part of life, then 
we had to accept that it was time to let this go, difficult and sad though it was. I also stated 
that if we truly embrace the gospel message of natural death and resurrection to new life 
that we needed to pray that the Spirit will work within us and lead us in a new mission 
direction. Of course we may need to be patient and we need to grieve the loss of an 
outreach program that meant a great deal to many people in the church for 10 years. But in 
hope and in trust and in faith and in time, some new opportunity will surface and hopefully 
we will, with the help of the Spirit, be able to discern a new direction. 
 
 
I think that hits some of the news from the summer months. I continue to pray that you all 
will enjoy your summer rest and recreation in safety. And that you will be energized for 
what will come in September. Until then, God bless and be safe and I will see you soon! 
 
 
 Blessings, 

   
 

FOLLOW THE LECTIONARY 
August 2007 

August 5th Hosea 11:1-11 

Psalm 107:1-9, 43 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

August 19th Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 

Hebrew 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 
August 12th Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 

Hebrew 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 

August 26th Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 

Hebrew 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 
 

September 2007 
 
September 2nd Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 

Hebrew 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

September 16th Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

Psalm 14 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-10 
September 9th Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Philemon 1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 

September 23rd Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 
  September 30th Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16: 19-31 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC 
 
Worship and Music Committee – have you ever noticed how many people are 
involved in the worship service? …The congregation, the choir, the ushers, the 
acolytes, the greeters, communion servers, the layreader, the organist, the pastor… 
Have you ever thought I should help with some part of this! But perhaps you say I 
don’t know how or I haven’t been asked. Well, the worship committee is asking you 
to participate in any way you can. We have instructions for many of the roles and 
we are willing to work with you but we really need your help! Please consider if 
you can help out and see Deb Goggins or any member of the worship committee 
including Tim Miller, Wendy Warren, Dick or Edie Fischer, George Shaffer, Sue 
Maciejewski, or Deb Wright. Our next committee meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday September 19

th
 at 7:00pm. Thanks 

 

FAITH EDUCATION 

 
On September 9

th
 we kick off our new Sunday School year.  Cheryl Wilczak will be 

teaching the children in grades K-5, and Dawn Corless will be teaching the 3 & 4 
year olds in the Wee Worship class. The Nursery is also available for children 2 
and under.  After church we will celebrate the new year with a light lunch and 
everyone is invited.  We hope to see you there. 

 
HELP! We would like to have a Halloween party on Sunday, 
October 28

th
.  We are looking for a family to run the 

games/entertainment, and a family to do the potluck. If you can 
help with either of these please talk to Dawn Corless 668-1115.  I 
have the games we have done in  previous years, if you need 
some ideas.  The children and adults enjoy this time of fun and 

fellowship so please consider helping with this event.  
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A big thank you goes out to everyone who helped make VBS a success.  Our 
church was very generous with the supply donations.  
Kathy Doll and Marsha Barnhart helped with the Coral 
Crafts.  We had between 60 and 65 children each day, 
8 of which came from our church.  The children came in 
everyday with energy and creativity.  They learned how 
God’s people care, help, trust, believe and listen.  It 
was amazing to watch the children celebrate Jesus’ 
love for all of us through their singing, praying and 
playing.   
God’s Peace,  
Dawn Corless 
 

CHURCH & SOCIETY 
 
 
Just a friendly reminder that the contest for Abitibi ends on August 31st. Our  goals 
are 11.04 tons for $250 and 12.88 tons for $500.  To date we have collected a total 
of 8.97 tons as of July 24.  Keep up the good work!!   Remember this money will go 
to Cornerstone Manor.  Thanks, Tim 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER 
 

We will hold our 1
st
 Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Saturday, 

November 10
th

 from 4-7pm.  A portion of the proceeds (10%) will go 
to Renaissance House to help children who are battling drug and 
alcohol abuse get a new lease on life, the rest will stay with our 
church.  Pre-sale tickets will be available in September.  More 
information will be available in the coming months so watch your 
bulletin and listen to the announcements.  One of the ways you can 
help now is to let your family and friends know about this fundraiser.  
If you have any questions please talk to Dawn Corless 668-1115. 
 

Please note: Pastor Deb will be away on vacation from August 6
th

 – 
August 26

th
.  If you need pastoral care during that time you may 

call George Shaffer 893-5956 or the church office 668-1115.  
Reverend Gordon Foster will be covering any pastoral needs while 
Pastor Deb is away. 



 6

AUGUST 2007 
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

   1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 
5 10am Worship w/ 

Communion 
Baptism 
11am Fellowship Time 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

 
 

10 

 
 

11 

 

12 10am Worship 

Dick Petersen 
preaching 
11am Fellowship Time 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 10am Worship 

Carla Kline preaching 
11am Fellowship Time 

20 

 

21 

 

22 Faith  

Education 
Meeting 7pm 
 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 10am Worship 

Gladys Gifford 
preaching 
11am Fellowship Time 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

  

 

SEPTEMBER 2007 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

      1 

 2 10am Worship w/ 

Communion 
11am Fellowship Time 

3 Labor Day 

Church office 
is closed 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 10am Worship 

KICK OFF SUNDAY  
Bibles to 4

th
 graders 

11am Fellowship Time 

10 

 

11 

Session 
Meeting 

7pm 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

10am Worship 
11am Fellowship Time 

17 

 

18  19 Worship 

& Music 
Meeting 7pm 

20 
 

21 

 

22 

 

23 10am Worship 

11am Fellowship Time 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 10am Worship 

11am Fellowship Time 

31 
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PRESBYTERY UPDATE 
What Happened at Presbytery? 

Written by Rev. Rex Stewart, Moderator 
  
Our meeting of the Presbytery of Western New York on Tuesday, July 24

th
 at Duffield 

Presbyterian Center was full of meaning and poignancy, for it may well be the last time the 
presbytery meets on the grounds that so many hold sacred.  After a pre-meeting First Time 
Elder Orientation led by Council President, the Rev. Lance Brown, the meeting began with 
a greeting from our host, the Rev. Laura Norris-Buisch, who then introduced Elder Bill 
Springer,  Chairperson of the Duffield Committee.  Bill eloquently told of the decades of 
ministry accomplished and the lives changed at Duffield.  He then presented the presbytery 
a beautiful photo montage showing images of the camp from the 1950s to the present day. 
  
In my moderator’s report, I talked of my just-completed mission/study trip to Salvador, 
Brazil, coming home in time to moderate the meeting (I could legitimately claim that I came 
the farthest to make the meeting!).  The consent agenda was passed without comment, a 
few more folks were nominated to the new ministry teams, and an added item on the 
agenda, the Pierce Avenue Church’s Administrative Commission’s recommendation to 
approve the sale of the former church’s building to The United Church Covenant of Grace 
Ministries in Niagara Falls for $50,000, was approved after a few questions were answered. 
  
We said both goodbye and hello to the Rev. Laura Norris-Buisch as she comes to the end 
of her work as Director of Duffield and begins her new work as Stated Supply Minister at 
Riverside Presbyterian Church in Niagara Falls.  Elder Bill Springer again eloquently spoke 
of Laura’s considerable skills and talents leading our camping ministry over the past three 
years and presented her with a beautiful watercolor painting of the Duffield pond painted by 
Mary Mohlke. 
  
Council President, the Rev. Lance Brown, gave a Council Report that highlighted the 
council’s attempts at improving its processes and communication within and beyond the 
presbytery, a report that elicited grateful applause.  He also relayed the information that a 
potential buyer for the camp has withdrawn his offer. 
  
After announcements, the meeting ended with rousing worship led by the children and 
youth from this week’s camp at Duffield.  Joyous and wistful songs were sung, and heartfelt 
and emotional faith stories were shared, focusing on the Letter to the Hebrews, chapter 11, 
and the journey of faith we share as brothers and sisters.  Then, we adjourned to enjoy ice 
cream sundaes and the beauty of our surroundings. 
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FISCAL FACTS JUNE 2007 
Church Assets as of January 1 $ 95,788.89   

Church Assets as of this month $ 94,725.47   
        
Operating Budget Year to Date Budgeted to Date Difference 

Pledges $ 43,407.00 $ 44,199.00 -$ 792.00 

Loose Offering $ 2,528.54 $ 2,400.00 $ 128.54 

Initial Offering $ 226.00 $ 150.00 $ 76.00 

Per Capita Offering $ 1,117.00 $ 1,500.00 -$ 383.00 

Miscellaneous $ 3,134.00 $ 2,500.00 $ 634.00 

Roll over from previous year 5,124.49 5,124.49 0 

Total Income $ 55,537.03 $ 55,873.49 -$ 336.46 
        
Presbytery Related Mission $ 1,305.00 $ 1,305.00   

Per Capita Apportionment $ 2,640.00 $ 2,640.00   

Salaries & Session Misc. $ 18,702.56 $ 18,609.00   

Pastor Related $ 19,031.64 $ 19,675.60   

Faith Education $ 89.26 $ 155.00   

Young at Heart $ 0.00 $ 0.00   

Worship & Music $ 244.30 $ 160.00   

Church & Society $ 0.00 $ 0.00   

Membership & Evangelism $ 0.00 $ 124.00   

Stewardship Expenses $ 0.00 $ 100.00   

Office Expenses $ 1,805.37 $ 1,960.00   

Building Costs $ 12,133.35 $ 8,285.00   

Total Expenses $ 55,951.48 $ 52,889.60   

Difference $ 822.89     
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX   

Non Budgeted Items Year to Date     

Income $ 6,958.98     

Memorials $ 687.66     

Missions $ 1,733.00     

Faith Ed. Offering Expenses $ 0.00     

Youth Fellowships $ 0.00     

Miscellaneous $ 271.50     

Total Expenses $ 2,692.16     

Difference $ 4,266.82     
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX   

Yearly Savings Gain or Loss $ 3,885.18     
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX   

Capital Fund Drive Income $ 132.00     

Capital  Fund Drive Expenses $ 0.00     

Capital  Fund Drive Balance $3,612.96  Per Capita $ 37.00 
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In The Life of The Church 
 

AUGUST & SPETEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

August  1
st
  Leona Wojcik 

 3
rd
  Carl Malyszka 

 7
th
  Bill Hay 

 12
th
  Joe Molnar  

  Becky Saeli 
 14

th
  Janice Jones 

  Judi Orefice 
 15

th
  Jane Lankes 

 18
th
  Paul Messore 

 19
th
  Timmy Corless 

 20
th
  Walt Kissel 

 28
th
  Danielle Corless 

 29th Don Sroczyk 
 
 
 
 
 

September 2
nd

  Joann Bengert 
 4

th
  Linda Barrows 

  Tom Kalinowski 
 8

th
  Rachel Morrero 

 10
th
  Morgan Messore 

 12
th
  Bert Evans 

 15
th
  Elisabeth Helman 

 17
th
  Marsha Barnhart 

  Julie Vaughan  
 19

th
  John Chryniewicz 

 20
th
  John Lindak  

 20
th
  Nick Wurl 

 21
st
  Ryan Fiegl 

 25
th
  Erik Rowe 

 30
th
  Nancy Lesakowski 

  Kathy Saeli 
 

 
 
NOTES OF THANKS 
 
To church & Pastor Deb, 
Thank you for the book for my graduation and for the use of the hall for my party. 
Thomas Wilczak Jr. 
 
To all my Church Family, 
I want to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, phone calls, shopping and 
chauffeuring during the time I was so ill with Shingles and Pneumonia from the end 
of January until now.  Everything you did was appreciated so much.  I’m proud and 
happy to say you are all my Church family.  To bring you up to date, as of now the 
doctors believe all the infections are gone, but still are monitoring to make sure.  I 
feel as if I’m getting stronger, I’m starting to eat better, I lost about 32lbs., and now 
the major problem is not being able to sleep properly. 
Thanks again, 
George Shaffer 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 
Bill Baco (Sandy Pakenham) Œ Matt Bove (Richard Jones) Œ Caryn Brown (Leona Wojcik) Œ 

Clara Cieslinski Œ Kathy Miller Colmerauer (Jane Lankes) Œ Dan & Judy Cravotta (Janice 

Jones) Œ Steve Dalin (Karen Dalin) Œ Pauline Deletti (Sandy Fiegl) Œ Linda Dories (Sandy Fiegl) 

Œ Lorrainne Fularon (Cheryl Wilczak) Œ Cathy Folaron (Cheryl Wilcaak) Œ Debbie Goggins 

(Greg Goggins sister) Œ Jessica Grazen (The Fischers) Œ James Groves (Nancy Lesakowski) Œ 

Ed & Dorothy Gutowski (Ed Gutowski) Œ Margie Grotevent (Marion Labby) Œ Harold Hanna Œ 

Nancy Hay Œ Janet H. (Nancy Galley) Œ Esther Hiller (Sandy Pakenham) Œ Jill Miller-Kisker 
(Jane Lankes) Œ Ben Klinshaw (Rita Hanna) Œ Marguerite Kobel (Dennis Fiegl) Œ Lee Kruszka 

((The Fischer’s) Œ Sibby Mielcarek (Marge Christmann) Œ Josh Miszko  (Sue Piersa) Œ Cathy 
Munsterman  (Richard Jones) Œ Sandy Northem Œ BJ Rustic Œ Bill Seifert Œ George Shaffer  
Œ Paul Sipos (Sue Maciejewski) Œ Joan Shockey  (Dennis Fiegl) Œ The Weez (Dennis Fiegl) Œ 

Aaron Miechurski (The Halligan’s) Œ Kyle James Smyntek (The Fiegl’s) Œ Partick Weir (Sandy 
Pakehnam)) 

The family of Scott Bailey as they mourn his death. Scott is the Brother-in-law of Marcy 
Partacz.  Scott is survived by his wife, Margo and two children. 
 

OUR SERVICE MEN & WOMEN  
 

Chris Kalinowski ‘ Matthew Jones ‘ Bill Cenkner Jr. ‘ Patrick Baskerville ‘ Sammy 
Russo ‘ Kimberly Trudeau ‘ Steve Odebralski ‘ Jason Zimmerman ‘ Andrew Zalikowski 
‘ Nick Turvey ‘ Kristen Pelc ‘ Ben Schauss ‘ Phillip Schott ‘ Josh Winkler ‘ Russell 
Molnar ‘ Pat McCullough ‘ Ryan M. Ratigan ‘ Larry Lloyd ‘ Joshua Feldman ‘ Dan 
Dudziak ‘ David Ferg ‘ Zachery Goggins 
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*Answer to above puzzle on page 4 of this issue 
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The Celebrate 
is published by 

First Presbyterian Church 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

2085 Union Rd., West Seneca, NY  14224 

Office hours: 9:00am-1:00pm 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 

Office: 668-1115 

Fax: 668-1115 

Email: office@wspres.org  

Web address: www.wspres.org  

 

Rev. Debra Wright………………………………………..Pastor 

George Shaffer………………………………..Clerk of Session 

Donna Cieslinski…………………………….Church Treasurer 

Edie Fischer………………………………..Financial Secretary 

Bob Barnhart…………………………………Property Manager 

Corinne Northem………………………………………Secretary 

Sue Maciejewski………………………Organist/Choir Director 

Pam Miszko……………………………………………Custodian 

 
Elders 

Class of 2008 Class of 2009      Class of 2010 

Bob Barnhart Tom Kalinowski            Dawn Corless 

Karen Malyszka Shaun Wilson           Debbie Goggins 

Kathy Saeli Wendy Warren                   Erik Rowe 

 
Deacons 

Class of 2008 Class of 2009      Class of 2010 

Sandra Fiegl Craig Wright                 Dennis Fiegl 

Lisa Shriver Bruce Barrows             Richard Jones 


